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186th AIR
REFUELING WING

Hannah
Raobinson is a
fourth-grads
student at
MNewton
Ceounty
Elameantary
Schoal. Sha
ared bear
parents,
Steve and
Vickism
Rabinson,
liva in Mewton and attend Ceadar
Grova Baplist Church, Hannah's
art tescher, Bath Lurk, asked
studants to draw picturas io
show thair suppart for
Guardsman, Raservists and
active-duty military parsonnal in
East Cantral Mississiopi,
Hannah chasa to draw a picture
of har uncle, Tech, Sgt. Ronnie
Rabinson of the Mississippi Air
Mational Guard’s 138th Air
Rafusling Wing — a full-time
Guardsman, bt also a preacher.

Robinzon

ILLUSTRATRON EY HANNAH ROBIRSON

Uncle Darryl: One weekend a month,
and two weeks a year, for 19 years

Dawnielle Jones is o sopkomsre af Scutheast
Lawderdale High Schosl. Her “Bragging Rights™
story iz abont her wncle, May, Darryl Jones of the
Mizsisaippi Adir Natisnal Guard’s 186tk dir
Refueling Wing.

By Danlelle Jones
special to The Star
[ wani o brag on Darryl Jones becanse he iz
an outstanding persen in my eves, He has a wile

and two daughters. He is a history teacher at
Southeast Lavderdale High Scheol. He is also

the assistant football coach, and he will be in
charge of the track team. He has been a teacher
and a coach for 10 years

Not anly is he g teacher and a coach, but he s
also n Guardsman. He is part of the 186th Air
Refueling Wing. He has worked for the unit ope
weekend a moenth, and two weeks a year, for 19
vears, He works as the supply officer in the
Logistics Readiness Squadron.

My uncle Darryl does a lot for his family, the
community and for our country. [ will never
forget all the things he has done,

Fead the rest of this
poem by Kate Crawford

in the Homes section.

* ... I miss waflfles and woast,
Home cooked meals,
And seeing my wile,

[n her dressy high heels "

The Meridian Star asked,
“The yore kaow g Gaardsma,
Rogereist oF membor of the
aetive-duly wiilifary o
seteray who degerves a pal
oa the baek?™ These peaple
wadirered the call aud
sulipeiited ‘Bm,gfiug Rights®
erfries fo “Profile 2005 A
Letter fran Howe ™

“I want to brag on my sen,
Lance Cpl. William “Andy'
Harrison of the .5 Marines
stationed at
Camip
Tadaddum,
Irag. He
means the
warld to me
and the rest
il his
family. He
is serving
this
country F
with pride, Harrisan
under the
warst possible conditions.

“Andy has always been
liked and respected in his
hometown even as a child.
There is not a day that goes
by that someons isn't asking
how he is doing and sending
thelr regards.

"Before he jeined the
Marines, he was an active
member of  Stonewall
Assembly of God and looks
forward o returning  to
address the youth abour his
time spent in Dradg.

Every time [ talk to him,
with the intentien of lifting his
spirits, it ia always me who
comes away uplifted.  [Mve
always known what a special
persen he is and [ wanted
everyone elae to Know it too.
From his family, the Har-
risons, the Smithe, the Short-
ridges and the Strouds, we
would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank evervene for
their thoughts, prayers, and
wards of kindnesa™

Cheryl Harrison,
Stomnewall

Bragging rights

“Hi to Set Jeremy M. Jones
of Company €, Charlie Com-
pany of the Mississippd Aoy
Mational Cruard. T just wanted to
bt voun Enovw that 1 am so proud
of yoa. 1 miss you dearly, and [
am keeping you and everyvbody
i my thoughts and prayers.
Evervthing is going good.
Evervhbody said to tell yvou
hello, T love you. Gord bless

y'all.”
Kimberley Jomnes,
Chunky

“I want to brag on my dad,
Bomnie Payne, because he's
been in the military for 18 vears
and now he's serving our
country in Irag. Il be glad
when he gets home. [ love Tiim

anid miss him.”
Amber Payne

“I want to brag on Specialist
Edward B. Durr. We have been
married seven years. We cele-
brated eight vears as husband
and wife on Feb. 16 ... His
whaole family loves him and we
are very prowd of him Tor
gerving his country. We all sup-
port Wi 100 percent during his
service in the LLS. Aroy.”

Carmelia C. Dhrr

“I want to brag on my chil-
dren,  Saedrick “Raeshone’
Trotter and Krystal K. Trotter
because botl of them made the
decision to join the Army and
Mavy. They were given the
apportunity to support their
COuntry

“Krystal was deploved from
Dz, 1, 2001 to June 18, 202,
She went back Jan. 1T, 20035
and remained until July 27,
2003, Krystal was aboard the
UES Bohamme Richard, when
her ship supported eombat
operations  in Afghanistan.
Racshone was deployed from
Jan. 135, 2003 to July &, 2003,
and i scheduled (o be
deploved Jan. 3, 2005,

“It was a real ordeal o not
only have two childeen over
there to worry about, but also a
brother, Jimmy Trotter. [ was a

tine for me to pray every day

for the gpood Lord to give me

the strength to see my loved
ones sent home safely.”

Linda 5. Trotter,

Meridian

“I want to brag on Stafl Sgri.
Jason 5. Riley of the Mississippi
Arny Mational Guard's
1 55h /2198 0 because he is iy
best friend, the best husband
and the most wonderful dad in
the whole world. He loves his
countey and he believes i what
this country was founded on.
He also respects and believes
in his erew and is very confl-
dent in their abilities. He has
made his family so proud and
we want him to kEnow how
much we love him and miss
him and support him. We are
anticipating his returi and we
want him to know we lve you
with all of siar lieart and aoul.”

Melanie Riley

“I want to brag on my son,
Pic.  Matthew 1. Ingram,
becawse | am se provud of him.
Latthe did 1 know that as saon as
vou graduated from infantry
basic and advanced teaining at
Fi. Benning, {a., you would be
sent to serve in South Korea
and then te rag.

I pray that you will be home
oo and pursue your dream of
a college education and caraer.
[ tell everyvons where you are
and what you are doing. Your
grandfather,  grandmother,
Jarnie, Randy ancd family, all
yvour fidends and Harey sald to
tell vou hello and we are
praving for your safe and quick
return oo

"We o had  the  family
Christmas dinper at Uncle
Randy's howse with a large
group present. We all missed
viou and evervoene savs hello.
We sincerely pray that the war
will be over and yvou will ke
heme soon. We all miss you,
especially me and Harry, We
will keep the leiters and pack-
agees coimning until your retuen. [
[ve v very much.”

Patricia Ingram, Newton

Smoking out
the terrorists

Muarguw i 0
mpf;gnﬂ aﬁm:&m!
Landerdale High School. He &
tive forrder aund fresddent of
tive Landerdale Coundy
Teeitage Republicans, (Freg
plerms T prrsae o career i e

HHEMTSTIY.

By Greg Mangum
apecial o The Star
[a America doing the right
thing by keeping our troops
overscas over this long a
period of tirne? Many say yes

and  many
LAY Mo

Somme
feel that we
shiould
never have
begun this
war. Some
8ay our
[rl'.li,:ll'r!il. are
fdoing
nathing for
the Iragis
other than
*policing” them. Many feel
that 18 nob our joh, that the
Iragis should *police” their
W tl]uﬂt;l'!.".

Bt 1= that really what we
are over there for? The
answer to that is no!

[ believe differemtly. |
beliese that our troops do have
a Job to doo T helieve we went
into Trad to smoke oul fereor
ists and that is exactly what cuar
troops are dodng. Weve already
caught Sadiam and now we are
trwimg to get rid of all of the
other terrorists i the countiy
We should not let the troops
come home o stay just yet
because the job has nol been
cormpleted.

Many of the troogs feel like
they can't go on any longer,
and that is understandable,
but they must just keep
halding .

[ also know that the families
are getting tred of living their
lives withaoiil a family memiber
here to Tive it with theim — bt
just think about how great of a
family member you have, to be
willing to go ancd fght overseas
for his or her country. [ myself
heliewe that vou have a very
brave family member ...

T the troops overseas, |
offer this advice. When you
feel down and feel like vou
can't go om anymoere, just gel
of your knees and call out (o
G, and he  will  surely
answer. God never leaves
anyone behind. He s always
there right beside you. Jesus
savs that where you may be
he may be also.

[ also offer this advice to the
families of the troops. Gather
arcaind as a family and pray for
your loved ones overseas. The
power of prayver is larger than
wou would expect. Siagle par-
ents who feel like they are
alone ralsing their kids, just
remember that vou are not
alone.

Geoid 15 always there Lo
help. You just have to call
upon fim ...




